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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Lassota in view of Payne et al — 4,282,422. Lassota teaches a brewing system having 

multiple heating elements, as claimed, inclusive of microprocessor control to effect the 

temperature control. The claims set forth a processor for managing the power control 

within preset safety limits. Clearly the controller in Lassota does comprise the same, 

since control is managed and is inherently within safety limits via over temperature 

control. In addition the patent to Payne et al is applied for teaching power control 

management via microprocessor control, with the multiple heating elements supplied 

with heating power in a sequential and staggered manner, with the power to the 

individual heating elements supplied sequentially within a predetermined control period 

divided into a number of sequential control periods corresponding to the number of 

heating elements, with one effect of multiplexing the available power to each element in 

a staggered manner , to properly manage the power within the range of that available. 

In view of this teaching it would have been obvious to modify the individual heaters in 

the Lassota brewing machine in a sequential and staggered manner, to effect the 

heating control within a power range of the available power from the supply source. The 
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artisan would recognize the benefit achieved as comprising safe power control with that 
available, for motivation for this modification. As per claim 2 Lassota teaches EPROM 
use and the same would comprise software control. As per claim 3 note the multiple; 
heating elements in Lassota et al. As per claim 5, Payne et al clearly teach cycling 
control. As per claim 6, Payne et al supply power, or increase the power to a single 
heating element from zero to that supplied, sequentially, for each heating element. The 
limitations set froth in the method claims of 9-16, are obvious for the above reasons. 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Adams, Virtuous and Radar et al are cited for disclosing power 
control schemes of interest to the instant invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark H. Paschall whose telephone number is 703 308- 
1642. The examiner can normally be reached on 7am - 3pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robin Evans can be reached on 571-272-4777. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Mark H Paschall 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3742 
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